[Acute exacerbations of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease: special reference to pathophysiology and management].
An acute exacerbation of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) is characterized by an acute worsening of symptoms accompanied by an impairment of lung infection. In severe cases, an acute exacerbation may cause respiratory failure and death. Successful management of acute exacerbation of COPD in either the inpatient or outpatient setting requires attention to a number of key issues. In this review, we discuss the issues regarding the management of COPD which is based on especially characteristics of pathophysiology.